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into Mahoni's hands, large promises passing at that instant reciprocally, but above all, that the earl had recommended to him the procuring the march of the duke over the plain between them The spies went and delivered all accoi ding to concert, concluding, before the duke, that they would ask no reward, but undergo any punishment, it Mahoni did not very soon send to the duke a request to maich over the plain, in order to put the conceited plot in execution It was not long after this pretended discovery, before Mahoni did send indeed an officer to the duke, desiring the maich of his forces over the plain , but, in reality, to obstruct the earl's passage, which he knew ^ ery well must be that and no other way Howevei, the duke being prepossessed by the spies, and what those Spanish officers that at first escaped had befoie infused, took things in their sense , and as soon as Mahoni, who was forced to make the best of his way over the plain befoie the Earl of Peterborow, anived at his camp, he was put under arrest, and sent to Madrid The duke having thus imbibed the venom, and taken the alarm, immediately decamped in confusion, and took a different route than at first he intended , leaving that once formidable plain open to the eail, without an enemy to obstiuct him In some little time after he arrived at Madrid, Mahoni made his innocence appear, and r\ as created a general, while the Duke of Ai cos was recalled from his post of honour
The day after, we arrived at Valencia, the gates of which fine city were set open to us with the highest domonstiations of joy I call it a fine city, but sure it richly deserves a brighter epithet, since it is a common saying among the Rpamaids, that, The pleasures of Valencia would make a Jew forget Jerusalem It is most sweetlv sitnnted in a very beautiful plain, and within half a league of the Mediten anean sea It never wants any of the fragrancies of natuie, and always has something to delight the most cunous eye It is famous to a proverb for fine women , but as infamous, and only in that so, for the race of bravoos, the common companions of the ladies of pleasure in this country These wretches are so case-hardened they will commit a muidei for a dollar, though they run their countiyfor it when they have done Not that other parts of this nation are unmfested with this sort of animals, but here their mimbcis *re so gi eat, that if a catalogue was to be taken of those in other paits of